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North Carolina Test of Student Writing

COMPOSITION CRITERIA

[ unofficial ]
INSTRUCTIONS: The composition criteria categories used in scoring the tests of student writing in the State of North Carolina are applicable across the country as a

basis for essay writing assessment. This framework uses those four main criteria and suggests reading and comprehension strategies that can be used to help students
improve their proficiency on the various components.

Main Ideas Organization Elaboration/Details Coherence
power thinking spool paper power thinking framed paragraph
summarizing pattern puzzles selective underlining spool paper
selective underlining story plans concept mapping pattern puzzles
concept mapping flow / sequence maps 2-column notes think-pair-share
2-column notes sentence expansion

sticky notes
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